
Every year, the majority of fire deaths in North America happen at home 

Cancer is one of the leading causes of firefighter deaths. Today’s new homes 

place firefighters at increased risk of cancer, injury, and death. The fire 

dynamic inside today’s homes and the toxins released by fire have created 

dangerous conditions for the fire service.  

Modern construction materials and synthetic furnishings are creating home 

fires that burn faster than ever. Today, you may have only 1-2 minutes to 

safely escape a burning home after the smoke alarm signals.  

Due to their life-saving ability, home fire sprinklers are a model building 

code requirement in the U.S. Since 2009, there has been a requirement in 

all U.S. model building codes to sprinkler new, one- and two-family homes. 

Homes constructed without sprinklers lack a crucial element of fire 

protection and therefore should be considered substandard. 

Fire sprinkler in new homes are key to your town’s community risk reduction 

plans.  

The risk of dying in a home fire decreases by about 85 percent if sprinklers 

are present.  

Fire sprinkler installation in new homes is cost-effective, averaging 1-2 

percent of a home’s total construction cost.  

Local requirements for sprinklers have improved public safety in hundreds of 

jurisdictions, actually driving down the cost of installation.  

Only the sprinkler closest to the fire activates, preventing the spread of 

deadly toxic smoke and fire. 

NYS uses the 2015 International Residential Code, but the New York State 

Fire Prevention and Building Code Council adopted an amendment to remove 

the requirement to install fire sprinklers in all new, one- and two-family 

homes and townhomes. Townhomes having a height of three stories above 

grade shall be equipped with fire sprinklers. One- and two-family dwellings 

having a height of three stories above grade shall be equipped with fire 

sprinklers. Local jurisdictions may not adopt sprinkler ordinances. In 2014, 

Governor Andrew Cuomo signed legislation requiring tenants to be informed 

whether or not a home has fire sprinklers.  

I can personally say that I have never seen one landlord or property 

manager that tells you that. I would estimate I’ve seen the leases on about 

40 properties in the last five years and no one mentioned a word on this new 

law.  


